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Lessons 24–25 

Parent and Offspring 
Behaviors  

Prepare 
In Lessons 24 and 25, students use information from storyboards to find patterns in animal parent and 

offspring behaviors that help young offspring survive. In Lesson 24, students observe and evaluate 

information in storyboards to describe the pattern that many, but not all, animal parents help their 

offspring survive. In Lesson 25, students look at additional storyboards and, working in groups, act out 

scenarios of animal parent and offspring behaviors. Students then describe these behaviors to notice the 

pattern that many animal parents and their offspring engage in behaviors that help the offspring survive. 

Student Learning 

Knowledge Statement 

Many animal parents and offspring engage in behaviors that help the offspring survive. 

Concept 3: Parents and Offspring 

Focus Question 

How do parents help their offspring survive? 

Phenomenon Question 

How do offspring survive? 
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Objectives 

• Lesson 24: Use information from storyboards to explain that many, but not all, animal parents 

engage in behaviors that help their offspring survive. 

• Lesson 25: Describe animal parent and offspring behaviors that help young offspring survive.  

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills Addressed 

2.4B Measure and compare organisms and objects. (Introduced) 

English Language Proficiency Standards Addressed 

2E  Use visual, contextual, and linguistic support to enhance and confirm understanding of 

increasingly complex and elaborated spoken language. 

3E  Share information in cooperative learning interactions. 

Materials 

 Lesson 24 Lesson 25 

Student Parent and offspring storyboards (1 set per group) ●  

Parent and offspring storyboard activity: chart paper prepared by teacher (1 sheet per group), parent 
and offspring storyboards (1 set per group) 

●  

Parent and offspring behaviors storyboard (1 per group)  ● 

Teacher Robin Offspring Photograph (Lesson 24 Resource A) ●  

Class storyboard chart: chart paper (1 sheet), glue or tape, marker (1), parent and offspring 
storyboards (1 set) 

●  

Preparation Prepare parent and offspring storyboards. (See Lesson 24 Resource B.) ●  

Prepare a sheet of chart paper for each group. Create two columns on each sheet. Title one column 
Parents Help and title the other column Parents Do Not Help. 

●  

Cue robin video: http://phdsci.link/1469.  ● 

Prepare parent and offspring behaviors storyboards. (See Lesson 25 Resource.)  ● 

http://phdsci.link/1469
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Lesson 25 
Objective: Describe animal parent and offspring behaviors that help young offspring survive. 

Launch  5 minutes  
Play the video (http://phdsci.link/1469) of the robin parent feeding its offspring with the sound turned on. 

► What does the robin parent do to help its offspring survive? 

▪ The parent feeds its offspring.  

▪ It gives the baby birds food to eat. 

► How do you think the robin parent knows to behave this way? 

▪ The baby birds are opening their mouth and making noises.  

▪ I think the robin parent sees that the babies are hungry.  

Highlight student responses that describe the offspring’s behavior of opening their mouth and chirping. 

Tell students that offspring can also behave in ways that help parents sense when the offspring need 

something. Explain that the parent robin senses the offspring’s behavior and responds by feeding the 

offspring. 

Tell students that in this lesson, they will observe and act out additional parent and offspring behaviors. 

Agenda 

Launch (5 minutes) 

Learn (23 minutes) 

▪ Analyze Storyboards (10 minutes) 

▪ Act Out Parent and Offspring Behaviors  

(13 minutes) 

Land (7 minutes) 

http://phdsci.link/1469
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Learn  23 minutes  

Analyze Storyboards (10 minutes) 

Divide the class into eight groups and give each group one parent and offspring behaviors storyboard 

(Lesson 25 Resource).    

 

Tell students in each group to observe their storyboard closely and to discuss what is happening. As 

groups work, circulate to support discussions by asking the following questions: What does the parent 

sense? How does the parent respond?  

Next, ask groups to work with the other group that has the same storyboard. Instruct these larger groups 

to work together to plan how they will act out the storyboard scenario for the class. Clarify that each 

student should play a role.   Assign each group to a designated area of the classroom, and provide 

them with time to plan and practice their storyboard scenario.  

Teacher Note 

A summary of each storyboard scenario appears below. Do not share these summaries with students 
before the activity (2E). 

• Western osprey: A parent osprey shelters two offspring in a nest. Another parent brings a fish to the 
nest, and the offspring chirp. One of the parents tears the fish and feeds it to the offspring. 

• Eastern moose: A parent moose stands near two offspring. A fox is nearby. The parent moose senses 
the fox and chases it away from the offspring. The parent moose then returns to the offspring. 

• North American raccoon: A parent raccoon climbs a tree while carrying one offspring in its mouth. 
Four more offspring climb the tree behind the parent. The parent and four offspring enter an 
opening in the tree. One offspring remains outside the opening and cries out. The parent grabs the 
offspring and pulls it into the opening of the tree. 

• Red-winged blackbird: A parent blackbird tends to three offspring in a nest. A snake slithers toward 
the nest. The parent blackbirds chase away the snake by squawking and pecking at it. 

Differentiation 

Some students may benefit from additional 
support. Consider placing these students 
together in one of the eight groups and 
working closely with them during this 
activity (3E). 

Teacher Note 

If necessary, assign students roles in their 
groups, particularly if a group has more 
students than there are “characters” in the 
storyboard. For example, in the osprey 
group, two students can be the parents, two 
students can be the offspring, and two 
students can use their arms to form the nest 
that hold the offspring. Groups may also 
have a student narrator who acts as the 
storyteller during the performance. 

Extension 

Students may have ideas of materials to use 
as props or for costumes. If time and 
resources allow, provide students with 
construction paper, markers, fabric, or other 
classroom items to use as they plan, 
practice, and perform their storyboard 
scenarios. 

Teacher Note 

Because student groups will combine with 
another group that has the same scenario, 
this distribution ensures that two groups 
receive each scenario. Distribute the osprey 
storyboard to two groups, the moose 
storyboard to two groups, and so on (3E). 
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Act Out Parent and Offspring Behaviors (13 minutes)  

Invite the groups one at a time to perform their storyboard scenario for the class. Tell students to closely 

observe what is happening as each group performs.  

After each performance, ask students to discuss what the animal parent sensed in the scenario and then 

how the parent responded. As students share, prompt the group that performed to explain what they 

acted out. Summarize what happens in each storyboard, and record students’ thinking in a class chart.  

Sample class chart: 

Animal What does the parent sense?  How does the parent respond? 

Osprey The offspring chirp for food. The parent feeds the offspring. 

Moose A fox is nearby. The parent chases the fox away. 

Raccoon The offspring cries. 
The parent grabs the offspring and pulls it 
into the tree. 

Blackbird A snake moves toward the nest. 
The parents make noise and go after the 
snake. 

 

  

Safety Note 

To minimize the risk, review these safety measures and look for evidence that students are following 
them before students plan and act out their storyboard scenarios (2.1A). 

• Do not climb on desks, chairs, or other furniture in the classroom.  

• Do not run around the classroom. Stay in the group’s assigned area of the classroom.  

• Be respectful toward other students. When acting out feeding behaviors, do not touch another 
student’s mouth or face.  

Differentiation 

For students who would benefit from a 
visual aid, consider projecting each 
storyboard as groups perform (2E).  

Check for Understanding 

As groups perform and students discuss 
what they observe, look for evidence that all 
students use information from the 
storyboards to act out parent and offspring 
behaviors and to identify how the parent 
responds in each scenario. 

If students need support to accurately 
identify what is happening in the storyboard 
scenario, look more closely at the storyboard 
together and ask students to retell the story 
it shows in their own words. As necessary, 
ask guiding questions such as these: Who are 
the characters in the story? What is the 
problem in the story? How do the parents 
behave? How do the offspring behave? How 
do the parents help the offspring?  
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Land  7 minutes  
Bring the class back together, and return to the class chart.  

► How do the behaviors of the parents and offspring help the offspring survive? 

▪ The baby birds needed help getting food to eat. 

▪ The baby raccoon could have fallen if its mother didn’t help.  

▪ Some parents protected their offspring from other animals. 

Conclude that these are all examples of animal parent or offspring behaviors that help offspring survive. 

Then draw students’ attention to the column of the class chart titled What does the parent sense?  

► What is similar about what the parents sense?  

▪ The osprey and raccoon babies are both crying. 

▪ The moose and blackbird parents notice another animal coming too close to the offspring. 

► What is different about what the parents sense? 

▪ Sometimes the parents sense something dangerous, and sometimes the parents sense the 

offspring making a noise. 

▪ Sometimes the offspring make a noise, but sometimes the parents notice another animal that 

might hurt their offspring.  

Build on students’ responses to summarize the pattern that students describe: The offspring either 

behave in ways to get their parents to help, or the parents sense danger in their environment and behave 

in ways that help the offspring.  

Summarize this learning in a new sentence strip and post it on the anchor chart. 
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Sample anchor chart: 

Survival 

Body Parts 
• Plants and animals have body parts. 
• The body parts of plants and animals have many different functions. 
• Plants and animals use their body parts in ways that help the plants and 

animals survive.  

Sense and Response 
• Animals sense information in their environment.  
• Animals communicate and respond to information in ways that help the 

animals survive. 
• Some plants respond to their environment in ways that help the plants 

survive. 

Parents and Offspring 
• The features of parents and offspring are similar but not exactly the same. 
• Some animal parents help their offspring survive by sensing and responding to 

offspring behaviors and danger.  

Review that moose can live in a pond environment. Work with students to update the anchor model 

based on what they learned about moose parents and offspring in the lesson.  
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Sample anchor model:  

 

Many plants and animals live in a pond environment. They have body parts. Pond plants 

and pond animals use their body parts in ways that help the plants and animals survive. 

Pond animals can sense and respond to information. Pond animals communicate to help 

the animals survive. Some pond plants grow their stems and leaves toward light. Some 

pond animal parents behave in ways that help the offspring survive.  

Optional Homework 

Students use age-appropriate books to research the early life of an animal of their choosing. Ask students 

to use the information from their books to create a storyboard that shows an example of how the young 

animal survives, either with or without a parent’s help. 
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