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Matter: Lesson 2a 

Essential Question: Why do different kinds of birds use certain materials to build their nests? 

Focus Question: How can we describe and classify matter? 

Phenomenon Question: What can a bird nest look like? 

Objective: Observe materials different kinds of birds 
use to build their nests.  

Materials: Pencil Projected Slides: 
19–25 

Share the following items with families in advance of the lesson. 

• Links: Lesson 2a Daily Video  
• Materials list 
• Assignment: After watching the video, students look for and observe, in the company of an adult, birds and bird nests 

around their home. Then they draw a picture of the birds and nests they observed.  

Remote Learning Recommendations 

Type Pacing Activity Notes 
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10–15 minutes  Daily Video Video description:   

Students observe photographs and illustrations of different kinds of bird 
nests and listen to a reading of A Nest Is Noisy by Dianna Hutts Aston and 
Sylvia Long (2015) about the variety of materials that birds, as well as 
other animals, use for nest building.  

10 minutes Assignment The video asks students to look for and observe, in the company of an 
adult, birds and bird nests around their home. Then they draw a picture 
of the birds and nests they observed. 

15 minutes Virtual Class Meeting 
(Optional):  

Science Discourse 

Ideally this meeting occurs after students watch the video and complete 
the assignment: 

• Read A Nest Is Noisy Remote Alternative  

Facilitate a discussion about the Phenomenon Question What 
can a bird nest look like? Invite students to share their 
observations and drawings of birds and bird nests in their area.  

Consider inviting all students to participate in the discussion 
through the use of nonverbal signals. The use of nonverbal 
signals is a response technique that allows the class to engage in 
a quick formative assessment. In this routine, students respond 
to a question with a closed set of possible responses by using a 
signal such as thumbs-up and thumbs-down or American Sign 
Language.  
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5 minutes Launch Refer to Teacher Edition to conduct lesson Launch (Projected  
slides 19–22).  

Give all students a chance to participate either in-person or virtually. 

15 minutes Learn Refer to Teacher Edition to conduct lesson Learn (Projected  
slides 23–25).  

• Read A Nest Is Noisy  

Give all students a chance to participate either in-person or virtually. 

 
 

Asynchronous  Synchronous  Hybrid 

Remote students using in Sync with 
optional virtual class meeting 

 Some students in-class and some 
remote but all participating live 

 In-class students are synchronous and 
remote students asynchronous 
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