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Matter: Lesson 3c 

Essential Question: Why do different kinds of birds use certain materials to build their nests? 

Focus Question: How can we describe and classify matter? 

Phenomenon Question: What can a bird nest look like? 

Objective: Compare spoons and forks to describe 
properties of materials and objects. 

Materials: Pencil Projected Slides: 
47–48  

Share the following items with families in advance of the lesson. 

• Links: Lesson 3c Daily Video  
• Materials list 
• Assignment: After watching the video, students observe the nest picture and write one question they have about the 

materials the bird used to build its nest. 

Remote Learning Recommendations 

Type Pacing Activity Notes 
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10–15 minutes  Daily Video Video description:   

Students generate questions about bird nests and the materials birds use 
to build them to develop a driving question board that will guide student 
exploration throughout the module.  

10 minutes Assignment The video asks students to observe the nest picture and write one 
question they have about the materials the bird used to build its nest .  

15 minutes Virtual Class Meeting 
(Optional):  

Science Discourse 

Ideally this meeting occurs after students watch the video and complete 
the assignment: 

• Create a Class Driving Question Board Remote Alternative  

Ask students to discuss with a partner new questions they have 
about the bird nests they observed in the pictures and in A Nest 
Is Noisy (Aston and Long 2015). Tell students they will now use 
their questions to develop a driving question board. Invite 
students to share their questions with the class. Record at least 
one question from each student on a sticky note, and post the 
sticky notes on a sheet of chart paper, or type the question on a 
virtual driving question board. Explain that students will revisit 
the driving question board throughout the module as they 
answer their questions or ask new ones.  

Review student questions as a class, and summarize the theme 
of these questions to develop the Essential Question: Why do 
different kinds of birds use certain materials to build their 
nests? Write or type this question across the top of the driving 
question board.  

Keep the driving question board posted in a prominent place, 
such as a wall in the classroom or in the Learning Management 
System in a virtual classroom, where it is easy to update and 
revisit throughout the module. 
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• Invite students to share new questions, add the questions to the 
driving question board, and send updated driving question 
board to all students.  

Give all students a chance to participate either in-person or virtually. 

 

Asynchronous  Synchronous  Hybrid 

Remote students using in Sync with 
optional virtual class meeting 

 Some students in-class and some 
remote,but all participating live 

 In-class students are synchronous and 
remote students asynchronous 
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