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Survival: Lesson 26b 

Essential Question: How do pond plants and pond animals survive in their environment?  

Focus Question: How do parents help their offspring survive?  

Phenomenon Question: How do parents and offspring compare with each other?   

Objective: Use observations of parents and offspring 
as evidence that offspring are very much, but not 
exactly, like their parents and that parents engage in 
behaviors that help their offspring survive.  

Materials: Pencil Projected Slides: 
424–433 

Share the following items with families in advance of the lesson. 

• Links: Lesson 26b Daily Video 
• Materials list  
• Assignment: After watching the video, students complete Conceptual Checkpoint. 

Remote Learning Recommendations 

Type Pacing Activity Notes 
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10–15 minutes  Daily Video Video description: 

Students complete a Conceptual Checkpoint in which they apply their 
Concept 3 learning to animal parents and offspring they have not yet 
studied. Students observe the features of three different kinds of animal 
parents and offspring and then explain that offspring are similar to but 
not exactly like their parents. Students then watch a video of a swan 
parent protecting its offspring and use observations as evidence to 
explain how this behavior helps the swan offspring survive.  

10 minutes Assignment After the video, students complete the Conceptual Checkpoint. 

15 minutes Virtual Class Meeting 
(Optional):  

Science Discourse 

Ideally this meeting occurs after students watch the video and complete 
the assignment: 

• Debrief Conceptual Checkpoint Remote Alternative  

Facilitate a discussion to debrief the Conceptual Checkpoint.  

In Part A, students circle No to indicate that animal parents and 
offspring do not look exactly alike. If students need support to 
determine whether to answer yes or no, refer to the parent and 
offspring photographs, repeat the question, and ask follow-up 
questions such as these: What does it mean to look exactly the 
same? Do the parents and offspring look the same in every 
way?  

Students then use evidence from their observations to explain 
that animal parents and their offspring do not look exactly the 
same. If students need support to identify evidence, point to 
specific features in the photographs and ask students which 
animal has the feature, the parent or the offspring.  

In Part B, students circle the phrase Making noises as the 
behavior they observed the swan parent engaging in. If 
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students need support to identify the parent’s behavior, ask 
questions such as this: What do you see the swan parent doing? 

Students then use evidence from observations to explain why 
the parent’s behavior helps the offspring survive. If students 
need support to formulate their explanation, replay the swan 
video and review what is happening in the video. Ask students 
what might happen to the offspring if the parent did not make 
noises when it sensed danger.  
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20 minutes Learn Refer to Teacher Edition to conduct Lesson Learn (Projected  
slides 424–431).   

• Conceptual Checkpoint Part A 

• Conceptual Checkpoint Part B 

• Debrief Conceptual Checkpoint 

Give all students a chance to participate either in-person or virtually. 

5 minutes Land Refer to Teacher Edition to conduct Lesson Land (Projected  
slides 432–433).  

• Update the driving question board and send to all students. 

Give all students a chance to participate either in-person or virtually. 

 

Asynchronous  Synchronous  Hybrid 

Remote students using in Sync with 
optional virtual class meeting 

 Some students in-class and some 
remote but all participating live 

 In-class students are synchronous and 
remote students asynchronous 

 
 


