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A STORY OF UNITS TEKS EDITION

Mathematics Curriculum
GRADE 3 • MODULE 2

Topic A

Time Measurement and Problem  
Solving
3.4A, 3.7C

Focus Standards: 3.4A Solve with fluency one-step and two-step problems involving addition and subtraction 
within 1,000 using strategies based on place value, properties of operations, and the 
relationship between addition and subtraction.

3.7C Determine the solutions to problems involving addition and subtraction of time intervals 
in minutes using pictorial models or tools such as a 15-minute event plus a 30-minute 
event equals 45 minutes.

Instructional Days: 3

Coherence -Links from: G2–M2 Addition and Subtraction of Length Units

-Links to: G4–M2 Unit Conversions and Problem Solving with Metric Measurement

 
Lesson 1 is an exploration in which students use stopwatches to measure time as a physical quantity. They 
might, for example, time how long it takes to write the fact 7 ×  8 =  56 forty times or measure how long it 
takes to write numbers from 0 to 100. Students time their own segments as they run a relay, exploring the 
continuity of time by contextualizing their small segment within the number of minutes it takes the whole 
team to run.

In Lesson 2, students begin measuring time intervals in minutes within 1 hour to solve word problems. They 
reinforce their understanding of time as a continuous unit of measurement by counting forward and  
backward using the number line and the clock. They might solve, for example, a problem such as, “Beth  
leaves her house at 8:05 a.m. and arrives at school at 8:27 a.m. How many minutes does Beth spend traveling 
to school?”
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Lesson 3 carries problem solving with time a step further. Students measure minute intervals and then add 
and subtract the intervals to solve problems. Students might solve problems such as, “I practiced the piano  
for 25 minutes and the clarinet for 30 minutes. How long did I spend practicing my instruments?”  
Calculations with time in this lesson—and throughout Grade 3—never cross over an hour or involve students 
converting between hours and minutes.

A Teaching Sequence Toward Mastery of Time Measurement and Problem Solving

Objective 1:  Explore time as a continuous measurement using a stopwatch .
( Lesson 1 ) 

Objective 2:  Solve word problems involving time intervals within 1 hour by counting backward and  
forward using the number line and clock .
( Lesson 2 ) 

Objective 3:  Solve word problems involving time intervals within 1 hour by adding and subtracting on 
the number line .
( Lesson 3 ) 
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