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LEVEL 3 SURVIVAL AND CHANGE

End-of-Module Assessment

1. A boy found a rare fossil 
outside. The fossil was evidence 
of an extinct animal that lived 
long ago called an elasmosaur. 
This giant animal had a long neck, 
paddle-like legs, and long, pointed 
teeth. The drawing to the right 
shows what paleontologists think 
an elasmosaur looked like when 
it was alive.

Paleontologists have found fossils of other animals near 
elasmosaur fossils. These animals lived at the same time 
as elasmosaurs. The pictures below show fossils like the 
ones found near elasmosaur fossils.

Sea 
turtle fossil

Fish fossil Clam fossil Fossilized 
shark tooth

Name:            



Survival and Change ▸ End-of-M
odule Assessm

ent 
PhD

 SCIEN
CE® TEKS ED

ITIO
N

Copyright ©
 Great M

inds PBC
260 a. What do you think the environment was like 

when the elasmosaur was alive? Draw a model 
to show your thinking. Label the components of the 
environment.
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b. Describe why your model represents the environment 
of an elasmosaur. Use evidence from the pictures and 
what you know about fossils to support your answer.
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the Everglades National Park in Florida. The Everglades 
is made up of both land and water, such as rivers and 
lakes. Many different kinds of plants and animals live 
there. The pictures below show the Everglades.

2. River otters live in dens along the water in the 
Everglades. They can enter their dens from underwater. 
They usually live in small groups. The picture below 
shows a river otter.

River otters have short legs, webbed feet with claws, 
and strong tails. Their ears can close to keep water out. 
They also have thick fur that keeps water from reaching 
their skin. They eat animals that live in the water, such 
as fish, frogs, and turtles. Animals such as alligators 
and hawks hunt and eat river otters.
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a. Make a claim about whether river otters are suited 
to the environment of the Everglades. Use the river 
otters’ characteristics as evidence to support your claim.
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River otter 1 River otter 2

Identify the river otter that you think has a better 
chance of survival. Construct an argument about 
why that otter is more likely to survive. Use the 
pictures and what you know about animal groups 
as evidence to support your argument.
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3. The Everglades is becoming polluted. One cause of the 
pollution is the fertilizer that farmers use to help their 
plants grow. When it rains, the fertilizer runs into rivers 
that flow into the Everglades.

The pollution makes it difficult for river otters and other 
organisms to survive. Some get sick, and some have 
a harder time finding food. There are two main solutions 
to this problem.

Solution 1 Solution 2

Make a law that tells 
farmers to stop using 
fertilizers.

This solution is low cost 
and can be done quickly. 
But it may mean that 
farmers’ plants do not 
grow as well. If farmers 
do not follow the law, the 
water will still get polluted.

Build a water treatment 
center to clean water 
before it enters the 
Everglades.

This solution is very 
expensive. It would take 
a long time to construct. 
But it would result 
in cleaner water in the 
Everglades all the time.
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solves the problem. Use evidence from the table 
to support your claim.

 

 

 

 

 

b. If nothing is done to clean the water, what do you 
think will happen to the river otters living in the 
Everglades? Why?

 

 

 

 

 



PhD
 SCIEN

CE® TEKS ED
ITIO

N
 

Survival and Change ▸ End-of-M
odule Assessm

ent

Copyright ©
 Great M

inds PBC
267

4. The malachite butterfly and the orchid plant are both 
found in the Everglades. Describe one way the butterfly 
life cycle is similar to the orchid life cycle and one way 
it is different. 
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