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Survival and Change: Lesson 15b 

Essential Question: How do butterflies survive over time in a changing environment?  

Focus Question: How do organisms get what they need to survive?  

Phenomenon Question: Why do some animals live in groups?  

Objective: Apply prior knowledge of systems to 
understand how animal groups cope with change. 

Materials: Pencil Projected Slides: 
268–273  

Share the following items with families in advance of the lesson. 

• Links: Lesson 15b Daily Video, Science Journal Lesson 15b  
• Materials list  
• Assignment: After watching the video, students complete the Conceptual Checkpoint. 

Remote Learning Recommendations 

Type Pacing Activity Notes 
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10–15 minutes  Daily Video Video description:  

Students synthesize their learning about how animals get what they need 
to survive by completing a Conceptual Checkpoint. 

10 minutes Assignment The video asks students to complete the Conceptual Checkpoint. 

15 minutes Virtual Class Meeting 
(Optional):  

Science Discourse 

Ideally this meeting occurs after students watch the video and complete 
the assignment: 

• Conceptual Checkpoint Remote Alternative  

Replay the elephant video and check for understanding of the 
Concept 2 Focus Question: How do organisms get what they 
need to survive? Review the Conceptual Checkpoint with the 
class and address misconceptions.  

If students have difficulty describing characteristics that make 
elephants suited to their environment, consider rereading Amos 
& Boris (Steig 2009) to remind students that an organism’s 
characteristics determine its suitability to a particular 
environment.  

If students struggle to describe the benefits of living in  
groups, revisit the group behaviors of animals they observed  
in Lesson 13. Prompt students to reflect on how the behavior 
benefited each individual member of the group. 

• Facilitate a discussion about what students think would happen 
to a group of butterflies if the temperature suddenly became 
very cold. Invite students to share new questions they have 
about how butterflies survive in their environment. Add relevant 
questions to the driving question board. 

Send updated driving question board to all students. 
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10 minutes Learn Refer to Teacher Edition to conduct the lesson Learn (Projected  
slides 268–269).  

• Conceptual Checkpoint 

Give all students a chance to participate either in-person or virtually. 

5 minutes Land Refer to Teacher Edition to conduct the lesson Land (Projected  
slides 270–273).   

• Update the driving question board and send a copy to all 
students. 

• Assign Optional Homework 

Give all students a chance to participate either in-person or virtually. 

 

Asynchronous  Synchronous  Hybrid 

Remote students using in Sync with 
optional virtual class meeting 

 Some students in-class and some 
remote but all participating live 

 In-class students are synchronous and 
remote students asynchronous 
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