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Survival and Change: Lesson 5 

Essential Question: How do butterflies survive over time in a changing environment?  

Focus Question: What do fossils reveal about the past  

Phenomenon Question: What can fossils reveal about our region? 

Objective: Compare the past environment with the 
present-day environment to learn that environments 
can change over time. 

Materials: Pencil Projected Slides: 
72–83  

Share the following items with families in advance of the lesson. 

• Links: Lesson 5 Daily Video, Science Journal Lesson 5  
• Materials list  
• Assignment: After watching the video, students sketch their present-day environment and describe their drawing, write 

about two differences between the past and present environments, and summarize their learning about fossil evidence. 

Remote Learning Recommendations 

Type Pacing Activity Notes 
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10–15 minutes  Daily Video Video description: 

Students observe their present-day environment and compare it with 
their region’s past environment to learn that patterns in fossils can 
provide evidence of changes in an environment over time. 

10 minutes Assignment The video asks students to sketch their present-day environment and 
describe their drawing, write about two differences between the past 
and present environments, and summarize their learning about fossil 
evidence. 

15 minutes Virtual Class Meeting 
(Optional):  

Science Discourse 

Ideally this meeting occurs after students watch the video and complete 
the assignment: 

• Compare the Past Environment with the Present-Day 
Environment Remote Alternative 
Facilitate a discussion in which students compare the past 
environment they sketched in Lesson 4 with their observations 
about the present-day environment. Encourage all students to 
offer their observations about similarities and differences in the 
environments as well as the ways the environment has changed 
over time.  
Guide students to make connections between the past 
environment and the present environment by asking them to 
draw from specific details in their sketches and descriptions in 
the assignment.  

• Create a class anchor chart. Discuss the Phenomenon Question 
What can fossils reveal about our region? As students share, 
paraphrase their ideas and add summary statements to the 
anchor chart.  
Send updated anchor chart to all students. 
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7 minutes Launch Refer to Teacher Edition to conduct lesson Launch (Projected  
slides 72–74).   

Give all students a chance to participate either in-person or virtually. 

33 minutes Learn Refer to Teacher Edition to conduct lesson Learn (Projected  
slides 75–80).  

• Make Observations about the Present-Day Environment 

• Compare the Past Environment with the Present-Day 
Environment 

Give all students a chance to participate either in-person or virtually. 

  

5 minutes Land Refer to Teacher Edition to conduct lesson Land (Projected slides 81–83).   

• Create class anchor chart and send chart to all students. 

Give all students a chance to participate either in-person or virtually. 
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n   Extension (Optional) If the weather devices students created in the Weather and Climate 
module are still available, consider having students use them to record 
weather data before they make other observations about their 
environment. Recording weather data will help students understand that 
weather conditions are part of their environment. 

 

Asynchronous  Synchronous  Hybrid 

Remote students using in Sync with 
optional virtual class meeting 

 Some students in-class and some 
remote but all participating live 

 In-class students are synchronous and 
remote students asynchronous 

 
 


