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Survival and Change: Lesson 6 

Essential Question: How do butterflies survive over time in a changing environment?  

Focus Question: What do fossils reveal about the past  

Phenomenon Question: What do fossils found near the butterfly fossil reveal about the Florissant area? 

Objective: Observe fossils to learn about the past 
environment of the Florissant area. 

Materials: Pencil Projected Slides: 
84–105  

Share the following items with families in advance of the lesson. 

• Links: Lesson 6 Daily Video, Science Journal Lesson 6  
• Materials list  
• Assignment: After watching the video, students fill in the blanks to update the anchor chart. Then they draw a model of 

the environment of the Florissant area when the butterfly that formed the fossil was alive and provide an explanation for 
their model. Finally, they provide reasoning to support the claim that the Florissant area had water and land. 

Remote Learning Recommendations 

Type Pacing Activity Notes 
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10–15 minutes  Daily Video Video description: 

Students observe fossils and analyze and interpret data to describe the 
past environment of the Florissant area. 

10 minutes Assignment The video asks students to fill in the blanks to update the anchor chart. 
Then they draw a model of the environment of the Florissant area when 
the butterfly that formed the fossil was alive and provide an explanation 
for their model. Finally, they provide reasoning to support the claim that 
the Florissant area had water and land. 

15 minutes Virtual Class Meeting 
(Optional):  

Science Discourse 

Ideally this meeting occurs after students watch the video and complete 
the assignment: 

• Observe Fossils Remote Alternative 

Display Florissant fossil photographs. Encourage students to 
take turns sharing their ideas about what kind of organism 
formed each fossil. Show the picture of fossil 1 from Lesson 6 
Resource A. Ask all students to use a nonverbal signal (e.g., 
raising a hand). Choose one student to tell what kind of 
organism they think formed the fossil and what kind of 
environment it may have lived in. All students who agree should 
discontinue the signal. Have students continue to share ideas 
about the kinds of organisms that formed the fossil and what 
environments they may have lived in until all students have 
discontinued the nonverbal signal. 

• Organize Information Obtained from Fossils Remote Alternative 

Facilitate a class discussion in which students identify the 
importance of supporting a claim with evidence and explaining 
their reasoning. Discuss this claim: The past environment had 
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both water and land. Invite students to identify evidence from 
their fossil observations that they can use as reasoning to 
support that claim. If students struggle to explain their 
reasoning, refer to the question What do the fossils tell us about 
the past environment of the Florissant area? 

Invite student volunteers to share their model drawings of the 
environment of the Florissant area when the butterfly that 
formed the fossil was alive. Encourage students to describe the 
kinds of organisms that lived in the environment with the 
butterfly.  
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5 minutes Launch Refer to Teacher Edition to conduct lesson Launch (Projected  
slides 84–86).   

Give all students a chance to participate either in-person or virtually. 

30 minutes Learn Refer to Teacher Edition to conduct lesson Learn (Projected  
slides 87–99).  

• Prepare to Observe Fossils 

• Observe Fossils 

• Organize Information Obtained from Fossils 

Give all students a chance to participate either in-person or virtually. 

10 minutes Land Refer to Teacher Edition to conduct lesson Land (Projected  
slides 100–105).   

• Assign Optional Homework 

Give all students a chance to participate either in-person or virtually. 
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Florissant fossil beds. More information is available at the Virtual 
Petrified Wood Museum website (Viney 2008): http://phdsci.link/1191.  

The Florissant fossil beds have a large number and variety of fossils from 
the Eocene epoch. For more information about the Florissant fossil beds 
and an explanation of why the site contains so many well-preserved 
fossils, visit this National Park Service web page (2015a): 
http://phdsci.link/1192.  
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Asynchronous  Synchronous  Hybrid 

Remote students using in Sync with 
optional virtual class meeting 

 Some students in-class and some 
remote but all participating live 

 In-class students are synchronous and 
remote students asynchronous 

 
Works Cited 
 
National Park Service (NPS). 2015a. “Eocene Florissant.” NPS.gov: Colorado, Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument, Learn about the 

Park, Nature, Paleontology. https://www.nps.gov/flfo/learn/nature/eocene-florissant.htm. 
 
Viney, Mike. 2008. “Florissant Settlement.” Virtual Petrified Wood Museum, Florissant, Colorado, Florissant Fossil Beds National 

Monument. http://petrifiedwoodmuseum.org/FFBNMSlide1.html. 
 
 
 


