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Earth Features: Lesson 5a 

Essential Question: How did the Grand Canyon’s features form?  

Focus Question: What do Earth’s rock layers reveal? 

Phenomenon Question: What do the Grand Canyon’s rock layers reveal?  

Objective: Explain changes in the Grand Canyon 
landscape by using fossil evidence.   

Materials: Pencil Projected Slides: 
49–58, 60–62 

Share the following items with families in advance of the lesson. 

• Links: Lesson 5a Daily Video, Science Journal Lesson 5a 
• Materials list  
• Assignment: After watching the video, students fill in the  anchor chart and update the anchor model. 

Remote Learning Recommendations 

Type Pacing Activity Notes 
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10–15 minutes  Daily Video Video description: 

Students use the evidence they have gathered to answer the Concept 1 
Focus Question: What do Earth’s rock layers reveal? 

10 minutes Assignment The video asks students to fill in the anchor chart and update the anchor 
model. 

25 minutes Virtual Class Meeting 
(Optional):  

Science Discourse 

Ideally this meeting occurs after students watch the video and complete 
the assignment: 

• Read and Discuss Grand Canyon Remote Alternative 

Read pages 9–33 of Grand Canyon (Chin 2017) aloud to 
students, pausing frequently to ask questions and connect the 
reading to previous learning. 

• Revise Anchor Model Remote Alternative 

Facilitate a discussion about the Science Journal task. Have 
students share their thinking on what fossils in rock layers reveal 
about Earth. Record students’ key ideas on the class anchor 
chart. Send chart to all students. 

Update the class anchor model incorporating student ideas and 
send to all students. 

Invite students to share questions that they have based on their 
new learning. Add these questions to the driving question board 
and send to all students. 
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3 minutes Launch Refer to Teacher Edition to conduct lesson Launch (Projected  
slides 49–50). 

Give all students a chance to participate either in-person or virtually. 

37 minutes Learn  Refer to Teacher Edition to conduct lesson Learn (Projected  
slides 51–58). 

• Read and Discuss Grand Canyon 

• Revise Anchor Model 

Give all students a chance to participate either in-person or virtually. 

4 minutes Land Refer to Teacher Edition to conduct lesson Land (Projected slides 60–62). 

• Assign Optional Homework. 

Give all students a chance to participate either in-person or virtually. 
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n  Extension (Optional) As a class, research the organisms found in different environments in the 
present-day Grand Canyon and discuss why those organisms are found in 
certain locations in the canyon. 

 

Asynchronous  Synchronous  Hybrid 

Remote students using in Sync with 
optional virtual class meeting 

 Some students in-class and some 
remote but all participating live 

 In-class students are synchronous and 
remote students asynchronous 
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