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Lessons 1–2 

Shelter at Mesa Verde 

Prepare 
Throughout this module, students view images of the cliff dwellings at Mesa Verde to investigate how the 
dwellings may have protected the Ancestral Pueblo people from the weather. In Lesson 1, students build 
a tent to explore how a shelter can protect people from the weather. In Lesson 2, students observe 
images of the cliff dwellings at Mesa Verde and listen to a read aloud of a Knowledge Deck™ poster about 
the cliff dwellings and the people who lived there. The class then develops an anchor model of a cliff 
dwelling to compare and describe how people inside or outside the dwelling may have experienced 
different kinds of weather. Students use the anchor model to help guide their learning throughout the 
module as they work to answer the Essential Question: How did the cliff dwellings at Mesa Verde protect 
people from the weather? 

Student Learning 

Knowledge Statement 

Shelters can protect people from the weather. 

Concept 1: Parts of Weather 

Focus Question 
What is weather? 

Phenomenon Question 
How could people who lived at Mesa Verde 
protect themselves from the weather?  
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Objectives 

• Lesson 1: Build a tent to explore the purpose of shelters. 

• Lesson 2: Develop an anchor model of a Mesa Verde cliff dwelling. 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills Addressed 

K.2A Ask questions about organisms, objects, and events observed in the natural world. 
 (Introduced) 

K.3C Explore that scientists investigate different things in the natural world and use tools to 
help in their investigations. (Introduced) 

K.8A Observe and describe weather changes from day to day and over seasons. (Introduced) 

English Language Proficiency Standards Addressed  

3E   Share information in cooperative learning interactions.  

3J Respond orally to information presented in a wide variety of print, electronic, audio, and 
visual media to build and reinforce concept and language attainment. 

4A Learn relationships between sounds and letters of the English language and decode (sound 
out) words using a combination of skills such as recognizing sound-letter relationships and 
identifying cognates, affixes, roots, and base words.  
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Materials 

 Lesson 1 Lesson 2 

Student Tent-building materials (1 set per group): materials will vary but may include blankets, cardboard 
boxes, poster boards, sheets, tarps, and towels 

●  

Mesa Verde Long Ago Knowledge Deck card (1)  ● 

Sticky arrows (4 per student pair)  ● 

Teacher Tent in Rain Photograph (Lesson 1 Resource A)  ● ● 

Mesa Verde National Park Photograph (Lesson 2 Resource A)  ● 

Mesa Verde Cliff Dwelling Photograph (Lesson 2 Resource B)  ● 

Mesa Verde Long Ago Knowledge Deck poster  ● 

Anchor model material preparation: 4ʺ × 4ʺ × 5ʺ or smaller cardboard box or tissue box (1), 12ʺ × 
12ʺ × 12ʺ or larger cardboard box (1), 12ʺ × 12ʺ floor tiles with adhesive backing (2), chart paper (1 
sheet), desk or table (1), permanent marker (1), scissors (1), sheet or blanket (1), tape, wooden dolls 
(3) 

 ● 

Preparation Gather tent-building materials and identify indoor or outdoor areas where student groups can build 
their tents. (See Lesson 1 Resource B.)  

●  

Identify two corners or areas of the classroom to use for a Question Corners routine. Prepare a copy 
of the photographs in Lesson 1 Resource A and Lesson 2 Resource B. During the lesson, post one 
photograph in each corner. 

 ● 

Collect materials for the anchor model and assemble boxes to use to develop the model during the 
lesson. (See Lesson 2 Resource C.) 

 ● 
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Lesson 1 
Objective: Build a tent to explore the purpose of shelters. 

Launch  7 minutes  

 

Display the photograph of a tent in the rain (Lesson 1 Resource A). 

 

Divide the class into groups and ask students to act out or discuss what they see in the photograph. As 
students work, circulate to support teamwork.  After a few minutes, bring the class back together. 

Teacher Note 

In this module, students explore many different kinds of shelters. Be sensitive to students’ social and 
emotional needs. Some students may have faced difficult personal experiences (e.g., homelessness, 
changes in living situations) related to topics discussed throughout the module. 

Agenda 

Launch (7 minutes) 

Learn (23 minutes) 

§ Build a Tent (23 minutes) 

Land (5 minutes) 

Teacher Note 

Suggest that students act out or discuss the 
people and objects in the photograph. For 
example, students may take on roles that 
represent the adults, children, tent, rain, or 
trees (3J). 
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► What do you notice about the picture?   

§ There are people in a tent. 

§ It looks like it is raining or snowing. 

► What do you wonder about the picture? 

§ Where are the people?  

§ Has it been raining for a long time?  

§ Are the people cold? 

Draw students’ attention to the tent in the photograph. Ask students to show or describe how they think 
they would feel if they were inside the tent. Then ask students to show or describe how they think they 
would feel if they were outside the tent.  

Sample student responses: 

§ I think I would feel warmer inside the tent. 

§ I would feel cold and wet if I was out in the rain. 

► Why do you think people use tents?  

§ Maybe tents help people stay warm. 

§ Tents help people stay dry in the rain, like in the picture. 

Highlight student responses that relate to the weather. Explain that the weather is what the sky and air 
outside are like.  Invite students to describe the weather in the photograph.  

Sample student responses: 

§ It’s rainy. 

§ I think it is cold because the people have on coats and hats.  

Tell students that they will now build their own tents. Teacher Note 

Throughout this module, students will 
observe and describe the weather. The term 
weather is formally defined in Lessons 3 and 
4 as the combination of sunlight, clouds, 
wind, rain and snow, and temperature in a 
particular place at a particular time.  

Teacher Note 

If students do not respond with descriptions 
of how they might physically feel inside the 
tent, guide student thinking by asking 
questions such as these: How do you think 
your body would feel inside the tent? Do you 
think you would feel wet or dry? 

Content Area Connection: English 

Consider modeling examples of what 
students may say as they notice and wonder 
about the photograph (e.g., I notice the 
people are in a tent; I wonder whether the 
people are cold).  

English Language Development 

Students may not be familiar with the words 
notice and wonder. Provide a student-
friendly explanation, such as “To notice is to 
look closely, and to wonder is to ask 
questions about what you see.”  

As students participate in this discussion, 
English learners may benefit from sentence 
frames such as the following (3J):  

• I notice           . 

• I wonder           . 
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Learn  23 minutes  
Build a Tent (23 minutes) 

Divide the class once more into groups and assign each group to an area in which the students can build 
their tent.   Discuss safety rules and expectations for working in groups.  

 

Show students the tent-building materials. Allow students from each group to choose and gather the 
materials that they would like to use. Then instruct each group to build a tent. As students work, circulate 
to support teamwork.  Guide student thinking by asking questions such as these: Why did you 
decide to build your tent the way you did? Would you want to spend the night outside in your tent? If you 
were to stay in your tent for a long time, what would you miss or need?   

  

Safety Note 

This activity poses potential hazards. To minimize the risk, review these safety measures and look for 
evidence that students are following them (K.1A): 

• Do not stand on furniture or other objects holding up the tents. 

• Do not climb on or place any objects on top of the tents. 

• Watch for objects on the floor, such as blankets, to prevent slips and falls. 

• Pay attention to people inside the tents. Do not touch the tents while anyone is inside. 

• Do not allow the tents to become crowded. Take turns entering and exploring. 

Teacher Note 

Consider allowing students to build their 
tents outside to more fully investigate the 
relationship between a shelter and the 
weather.  

Teacher Note 

Students may use a term besides tent, such 
as fort, den, or hideout, to describe the 
shelter they build in this lesson. Consider 
using the term with which students are most 
familiar.  

Differentiation 

Kindergarten students may need support 
working collaboratively in groups. Suggest 
that students work together to solve 
problems. If needed, assign roles to students 
that encourage individual responsibility 
while ensuring that the group can 
successfully build a tent. Students may take 
on roles such as the following (3E): 

• Pointing out ways to improve the tent  

• Keeping the group on task 

• Pausing the group’s work when a group 
member asks a question to ensure that 
the group listens and responds to the 
question 

• Sharing the group’s ideas with the class 
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Sample tent:  

  

After groups finish building, provide a few minutes for students to take turns entering and exploring their 
tent. Ask students to think about how they feel inside their tent compared with how they feel outside 
their tent. Invite students to share their ideas with the class.  

Sample student responses: 

§ It is darker in our tent than it is in the classroom.  

§ I feel warmer and more comfortable inside my tent than I do outside of it.  

Bring the class back together and invite a student from each group to give a tour of their tent. Ask 
students to share how they built their tent and what they would do inside it. 

Land  5 minutes  
Ask students to describe today’s weather to a partner.  Then display the photograph of a tent in the rain 
(Lesson 1 Resource A) again.  

► How does the weather today compare with the weather in the picture?  

§ The weather today is not as wet as it is in the picture.  

§ It looks like the people in the picture have coats on. I think it is warmer here than it is there.  

Teacher Note 

Guide students to describe the weather they 
observed when they were outside at some 
point during the day. At this point in the 
module, students are not expected to use 
accurate terminology to describe weather.  

English Language Development 

Students will encounter the term compare 
throughout the module. Providing the 
Spanish cognate comparar may be helpful. 
Discuss different forms of the word 
compare, such as compares, compared, and 
comparing, and explain that to compare 
means to look closely at two or more things 
to see what is the same and what is different 
about them (4A). 
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► Would your tent be more helpful on a day like today or on a day like the one shown in the picture? 
Why do you think so?  

§ My tent would be more helpful on a rainy day because it would keep me dry. 

 
  

Check for Understanding 

This task is a pre-assessment. Use students’ responses to gauge their prior and developing knowledge 
that weather is the combination of sunlight, clouds, wind, rain and snow, and temperature. In addition, 
assess students’ understanding of how relative scales allow objects and events to be compared and 
described. 

Evidence Next Steps 

Students’ responses should include a comparison 
of today’s local weather with the weather shown 
in the photograph and a description of the kind of 
weather in which their tent would be more 
helpful. 

Students are not yet expected to describe the 
weather accurately or to demonstrate an 
understanding of relative scales. If students have 
difficulty explaining why they think their tent 
would help more in today’s weather or the 
weather shown in the photograph, consider 
taking the class outside to experience and 
describe the current weather. Ask students to 
compare how they feel when they are outside 
with how they think they would feel if they were 
in the weather shown in the photograph. 

Students’ responses might include terms related 
to different parts of weather, such as rain, clouds, 
or sunlight, and a description of relative scales 
related to weather, such as warmer and cooler or 
wetter and drier. 

Student responses may reveal misconceptions 
about how different parts of weather relate. For 
example, students may expect that it is always 
cool when the weather is rainy or always warm 
when it is sunny. Over the next several lessons, 
students will develop an understanding of how to 
describe and record the weather. Make note of 
students who express misconceptions and check 
in with those students again at the end of 
Concept 1. 

 

Teacher Note 

If today’s local weather is similar to the 
weather shown in the photograph of the 
tent, consider displaying a second 
photograph that shows a tent set up in 
different weather conditions (e.g., on a 
sunny day). Then ask these questions: Would 
your tent be more helpful on a day like the 
one shown in the first photograph or the 
second? Why do you think so (3J)? 
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Tell students that a tent is a kind of shelter. Explain that a shelter is something that covers and protects 
people from the weather and that shelters can help keep people safe and comfortable.  

 

Wonder aloud about the kinds of shelters other than tents that people use to protect themselves from 
the weather.  Invite students to share their ideas about other kinds of shelters.  

Sample student responses: 

§ I think my apartment is a kind of shelter. 

§ Maybe our school is a shelter because it keeps us dry when it rains. 

Tell students that in the next lesson, they will continue to explore different kinds of shelters. 

Optional Homework  

With their families, students look for and identify different kinds of shelters in their community. Students 
may take photographs or draw pictures of the shelters they find. 

English Language Development 

Introduce the term shelter explicitly by using a process such as this: 

• Pronounce the word shelter and have students repeat it. Say shel-ter in syllables, and then repeat 
the full word. 

• Provide a student-friendly explanation, such as “A building is a kind of shelter. You can go into a 
building to stay dry when it is raining.” 

After introducing shelter and other important terms, provide scaffolds for English learners as they use the 
words when speaking, writing, and investigating. For more information, see the English Language 
Development section of the Implementation Guide. 

English Language Development 

Students will encounter the word protect 
throughout the module. Providing the 
Spanish cognate proteger may be helpful. 
Discuss different forms of the word protect, 
such as protects, protected, and protecting, 
and explain that to protect means to keep 
safe. Students may also benefit from hearing 
sentences that use the word protect, such as 
these (4A): 

• The raincoat can protect the girl from 
the rain. 

• The scarf protects the boy from the 
cold. 

Teacher Note 

Consider sharing with students that shelters 
can serve other purposes, such as providing 
protection from insects and predators or 
offering privacy.  

Teacher Note 

In Lesson 3, the class develops a driving 
question board. Record some of students’ 
responses on sticky notes and save the 
responses to create a Related Phenomena 
section at the bottom of the driving question 
board. When students share experiences or 
prior knowledge that relate to their learning 
in the module, record and post them in this 
section. 
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