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Weather: Lesson 8c 

Essential Question: How did the cliff dwellings at Mesa Verde protect people from the weather?  

Focus Question: What is weather?  

Phenomenon Question: How does the weather affect us when we play at the playground?  

Objective: Model the effects of sunlight on 
playground materials.  

Materials: Pencil, two containers such as cups, 
bowls, or plates, rocks 

Projected Slides: 
122–133 

Share the following items with families in advance of the lesson. 

• Links: Lesson 8c Daily Video 

• Materials list  
• Assignment: After watching the video, students describe how they would keep cool at the playground when it is hot and 

sunny, and they ask questions they still have about weather. 

Remote Learning Recommendations 

Type Pacing Activity Notes 
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10–15 minutes  Daily Video Video description: 

Students investigate the effects of sunlight on materials at a playground 
to reveal that some materials change, while others stay the same. 

10 minutes Assignment The video asks students to describe how they would keep cool at the 
playground when it is hot and sunny and to ask questions they still have 
about weather. 

15 minutes Virtual Class Meeting 
(Optional):  

Science Discourse 

Ideally this meeting occurs after students watch the video and complete 
the assignment: 

• Investigate the Effects of Sunlight Remote Alternative 
If possible, encourage students to participate with you at home 
by using two containers, such as cups, bowls, or plates and 
rocks. Demonstrate the effects of sunlight by showing students 
a container filled with rocks near a window that is labeled 
Sunlight and a container filled with rocks away from a window 
that is labeled No Sunlight.  
If students are participating with you, instruct them to touch the 
rocks in both containers at the same time and compare how the 
rocks feel to the touch. Demonstrate touching the rocks with 
your containers on screen.  
Facilitate a class discussion about how both sets of rocks feel to 
the touch. Explain that the rocks in the sunlight container feel 
warmer because they are in sunlight, whereas the rocks in 
container B are in the shade, which is an area where sunlight is 
blocked by something. 
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• Update the Class Anchor Chart 
Ask students to think about the soil, rocks, and plant they used 
to investigate weather during this lesson by asking this question: 
How do sunlight, wind, and rain affect the materials around us? 
Confirm that sunlight, wind, and rain can affect materials.  
Record this new learning on the class anchor chart. Send 
updated chart to all students. 
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7 minutes Learn 

 
Refer to Teacher Edition to conduct lesson Learn (Projected  
slides 122–128).  

• Investigate the Effects of Sunlight 

Update the class anchor chart and send to all students. 

Give all students a chance to participate either in-person or virtually. 

5 minutes Land Refer to Teacher Edition to conduct lesson Land (Projected  
slides 129–13). 

• Assign Optional Homework. 

Give all students a chance to participate either in-person or virtually. 

 

Asynchronous  Synchronous  Hybrid 

Remote students using in Sync with 
optional virtual class meeting 

 Some students in-class and some 
remote but all participating live 

 In-class students are synchronous and 
remote students are asynchronous 

 
 


