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Weather: Lesson 27b 

Essential Question: How did the cliff dwellings at Mesa Verde protect people from the weather?  

Focus Question: How does severe weather affect us?  

Phenomenon Question: How did severe weather affect people at Mesa Verde?  

Objective: Describe how severe weather may have 
affected the Ancestral Pueblo people at Mesa Verde.  

Materials: Pencil Projected Slides: 
470–473 

Share the following items with families in advance of the lesson. 

• Links: Lesson 27b Daily Video 
• Materials list  
• Assignment: After watching the video, students tell an adult what they will do to stay safe if a thunderstorm is coming. 

Remote Learning Recommendations 

Type Pacing Activity Notes 
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10–15 minutes  Daily Video Video description: 

Students update the anchor model to show how the cliff dwellings may 
have protected the Ancestral Pueblo people from certain kinds of severe 
weather. 

10 minutes Assignment The video asks students to tell an adult what they will do to stay safe if a 
thunderstorm is coming. 

15 minutes Virtual Class Meeting 
(Optional):  

Science Discourse 

Ideally this meeting occurs after students watch the video and complete 
the assignment: 

• Update Anchor Model Remote Alternative 

Have students share what they will do to stay safe if a 
thunderstorm is coming. Facilitate a discussion about the clues 
Ancestral Pueblo people may have used to predict when severe 
weather was coming so they could prepare and protect 
themselves. Prompt students with guiding questions such as 
these: If you are playing outside and you know a thunderstorm 
or a tornado is coming, what will you do to stay safe? What do 
you think an Ancestral Pueblo child at Mesa Verde did if they 
knew a thunderstorm or a tornado was coming?  

Ask students to look at the anchor model and identify the parts 
of a cliff dwelling that would have protected the Ancestral 
Pueblo people from a thunderstorm or a tornado. Add labels 
with the symbols for a thunderstorm and a tornado to the parts 
of the anchor model that students identify as offering 
protection. Then work with students to update the anchor 
model explanation.  

Facilitate a discussion about other kinds of severe weather at 
Mesa Verde. Prompt students with guiding questions such as 
this: What other kind of severe weather happened at Mesa 
Verde?  
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Ask students to Think–Pair–Share* to generate ideas about how 
a drought, or lack of water, would have affected the Ancestral 
Pueblo people at Mesa Verde.  

Reveal to students that archaeologists have evidence, including 
evidence from tree ring data, that drought may have been one 
of the reasons the Ancestral Pueblo people left Mesa Verde. 
Update the anchor model explanation with this information.  

Send the updated anchor model explanation to all students. 
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10 minutes Learn Refer to Teacher Edition to conduct lesson Learn (Projected  
slides 470–473).  

• Debrief Conceptual Checkpoint and Update Anchor Model 

Send the updated anchor model explanation to students.  

Give all students a chance to participate either in-person or virtually. 

 
*See PhD Science in Sync User Guide for more information. 
 

Asynchronous  Synchronous  Hybrid 

Remote students using in Sync with 
optional virtual class meeting 

 Some students in-class and some 
remote but all participating live 

 In-class students are synchronous and 
remote students asynchronous 

 
 

 


